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From the Principal

Glasshouse Country Christian College 

newsletter Contact Details
58 Roberts Road,  Beerwah  Qld  4519

Ph:    07 5439 0033   Fax:  07 5439 0044
 Email address:      admin@gccc.qld.edu.au
Web address:            www.gccc.qld.edu.au

 Absentee line: 5436 5670

Term 4, 2 December 2011

‘Growing in faith and knowledge’

Uniform Shop 2012
New and second-hand uniforms.

Mon 8.00 - 9.00am
Fri  8.00 - 9.00am
        2.30 - 3.30pm

Also open between 9am and 3pm 
the Wednesday and Thursday before 
school begins (18 and 19 January).

Dates for 2012

Term 1: Mon 23 Jan – Fri 30 March 
(Staff return 16 Jan)
Term 2: Mon 16 April – Fri 22 June
Term 3: Mon16 July – Fri 21 Sept
Term 4: Mon 8 Oct – Fri 7 Dec

Primary School Awards Ceremonies

On Tuesday this week we held our P-2, Year 3-4 and Year 5 
and 6 Award Ceremonies respectively. Even though this may 
sound like a heavy load to some parents who have children 
in all three of these categories, it was 
a truly delightful day. Each of the 
ceremonies were fitting reflections and 
celebrations of the year that was. Each 
student also received a special citation 

also that captured, usually in a light-
hearted way, the essence of that spark 
within each child that the teacher has 
recognised. It was also an opportunity 
to acknowledge some outstanding 
results that students achieved in 
various national academic competitions 
throughout the year.

We were entertained by the Primary Choir 
performing very well for us and there was also 
a fantastic rendition of “I am Australian” sung by 
the Year 5 students and well accompanied by a 
chorus of over 10 ukuleles.

During the Year 5 and 6 awards we farewelled the year 6 students 
in a graduation ceremony as they prepared to leave the Primary 

School for Middle School in 2012. Students 
were presented with a special certificate and a 
College pen.

The day culminated in thanking the 2011 Primary Captains 
and the announcement of the 2012 Primary Captains. 
Jordan Bull and Jesse Woods did an outstanding job this 
year and they hosted the awards in expert fashion. I would 
like to congratulate the new Captains Stefanie Ferris and 
Aaron Lerch. They have big boots to fill but I’m certain they 

will perform the roles admirably.

All of the events were very well attended by 
parents. Thank you for your support and I would 
like to thank everyone who helped make the 
ceremony a success.

SCHOOL CALENDAR

Stationery Packs

If you have ordered stationery packs 
they will be delivered between Friday 
2 December and 18 December.

Please remember to visit our 
website regularly to learn important 

upcoming dates and other 
information as it comes to hand.

www.gccc.qld.edu.au
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LOST AND FOUND 

From the Principal continued 

Found: Top Gear lunchbox and Railways 
Credit Union lunchbox. All other 
unclaimed found items have now been 
donated to a worthy cause. 

Please remember to put names on 
all uniforms, (especially hats), lunch 
boxes, school bags, etc to avoid the 
unneccessary expense of replacing lost 
items.

UNIFORM SHOP

New and second 
hand uniforms will 
be for sale 18 and 
19 January above 

the library between 9am and 3pm; however, 
appointments for fittings are still essential.  
Please phone the College office to book a 
time.

VOLUNTEERS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED: 
on the 16, 17, 18,19 and 20 January 
between 9am and 3pm, for uniform sales and 
organisation.  Any and all help is appreciated,.
Even if you can only manage one hour, it 
would be most welcome. Although some of the 
organisation may be a bit warm, you will be 
in airconditioned comfort for the sales of the 
uniforms. Please phone the school office to 
register your availability.  

Kylie Woodhead

Middle School Awards Night

On Thursday night the Middle School Awards Night was 
held at the church. The evening was wonderfully hosted by 
Courtney Sinclair and Rebekah Johnson as the Middle School 
Captains. It was a delightful night and a fitting tribute to those 
students who had worked so hard through the year as well as 
a celebration of 2011 in the Middle School. 

It was also very encouraging to see the high 
number of students who were able to satisfy 
the rigorous award criteria in the academic 
and cultural service categories. In particular, 
I would like to acknowledge those students 
who were awarded the prestigious College 
Spirit and Encouragement awards.

The most prestigious award for the evening was the 
“All-rounder Award”. It is presented each year to that 
student in the Middle School who has made the strongest 
contribution to all facets of Middle School life. The winner 
of the award this year was Adrian White. Congratulations 
Adrian.

The evening culminated in the announcement of the new 
Middle School Captains for 2012. Congratulations to Kate 
Fraser and Christopher Gibson who were 
awarded this special honour from a very 

talented field of nominees. 

We were also well-
entertained, thanks to 
the Chapel Band and the 
newly-formed Middle School 
Ensemble. Lachlan McCaig 
and Holly Dodwell delivered exceptional 
performances with their humorous 
poetry recitals.

The evening also marked the inaugural awarding of 
the Legacy Cup. The Cup is an inter-house contest 
with students achieving points during the year for 
their house in various non-academic and nonsporting 
events. This year the trophy was won by Ararat. The 
Legacy Cup is sure to be a fixture in the Middle School 
program for many years to come.

Office hours and start date next year

Please note that the office will be open over the school holidays but will be 
closed over the Christmas to New Year period. Over the holiday period there 
will be information concerning school for 2012 published on the website so 
please check in with www.gccc.qld.edu.au regularly during the holidays.

Holiday workshops for 
children

There are loads of 
creative activities for 
children these school 
holidays at the Noosa 
Regional Gallery.

All classes are only 
$15 each and due to 
popularity, bookings and pre-payment is 
essential. Please phone the gallery on 
5449 5340 to secure your child into the 
programs available and to find out more 
information. Classes are limited to 12 
students. 
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       From the Principal continued
Leaving staff

Sadly, the end of year is also the time when we need to say farewell to some of 
our staff members as their time at GCCC draws to an end.

Lauren Kuhn came to GCCC in the beginning of 2007 as an early years’ 
teacher.  During those five years she has taught the whole 
gamut of Prep to Year 3 . Lauren has consistently played a 
large part in the Primary presentation nights. This year was no 
exception when she was the director and script writer of this 
year’s performance in P-2. Lauren has also helped with the 
organisation of our staff Christmas parties, making them fun 
affairs. She is leaving us next year to travel with her first stop 
being Canada.

Courtney Costello (nee Ellis) came to the College in 2009 as an 
English and SOSE teacher. In 2010 she found her niche as Year 
7 teacher. Courtney was always seen lending a hand in College 
productions such as most recently Calamity Jane. Courtney is 
leaving to be with her husband as he takes a job in the mining 
sector. Courtney will be teaching next year at Emerald Christian 
College. Coincidentally, she will be working under her old 
Principal at the school where she attended as a student. 

Dr Robert Flegg came to the College in 2010 as the Head of 
Maths and Science. Robert has had a distinguished teaching 
career and is well respected in many schools, not just our own. 
Robert has resigned from the College and is taking time off next 
year to rectify his health. He is currently recovering after a major 
back operation although there are other health concerns he 
wants to attend to.

This has only happened in the last few days but Steve 
Couper has tended his resignation. Steve joined us in Term 
2, 2010 as the PE teacher of High school. Steve has coached 
many of our sports teams and served faithfully on Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings during our CSAP training along 
with Wendy Stott. Steve is leaving us to work in a fledgling 
Christian school in NSW. This position also presents a good 
opportunity for Steve’s wife Lisa to use her musical talents 
once again as a worship pastor.

On behalf of the College community I would like to thank each of these valued 
staff members for their contributions to College life and to wish them God’s 
richest blessings as they leave us.

Once again, another year has hurtled by us so quickly. I would like to thank you 
all for your support and your partnership in the education of your children this 
year. I hope you have a wonderful Christmas and remember that in the midst of 
Santa, the tinsel and the presents the true meaning of Christmas is found in the 
celebration of the birth of the Saviour Jesus Christ.

God bless and Merry Christmas.

Mike Curtis

Second Hand Uniform News

Selling Uniforms: The P and F 
Second Hand Uniform Shop is seeking 
uniforms of saleable quality either from 
donations, or to sell on commission.  
Please download a copy of the “Second 
Hand Uniform selling/donating form” 
located on the College site www.gccc.qld.
edu.au under the College Life/Uniform 
Shop tabs.  The completed double-sided 
form and clean uniforms may be left at 
GCCC Reception for processing.

During the holiday break, second hand 
uniforms can be left at Reception between 
9am-3pm until 15/12/2011 and in the New 
Year from 09/01/2012 to 17/01/2012.  Items 
left after this date may not be processed 
and ready for sale until the first day of Term 
1 (23/01/2012).

Buying uniforms: The P and F 
Second Hand Uniform Shop will be open 
from 9am-3pm on both Wednesday 18 and 
Thursday 19 January 2012.

Volunteers needed

The P and F are looking for volunteers to 
help in the Second Hand Uniform Shop 
on the 18 and 19 January 2012 to assist 
families with uniform fittings and sales. If 
you are able to help for a couple of hours 
on either of these days please email 
pandf@gccc.qld.edu.au with your contact 
details and the day and time that you can 
help. Thank you.

P and F Second Hand Uniform 
Coordinator

Welcome to 
Madison

Congratulations 
to Brad and 
Lacey Evans and 
welcome to baby 
Madison Grace 
who came into the 
world Saturday 26 
November 2011 at 
10.20am.

Just in time for Christmas!
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Students of the Week Term 4, 2011
PREP GREEN Mrs Rosenberg

Harrison Rosenberg
Laurence Souter
Mac King
Olivia McKenzie
Zac Warne

PREP MAROON Mrs Dodwell/
Mrs Lindsay

Jonah Capps
Lachlan Klein
Ryen Schmeichel
Sebastian Stockton
Lara Korczynski
Jacinta Sherwell

PREP WHITE Miss Kuhn

Jesse Seletto
Matthew Firth
Nicole Morris
Noah Jackson
Samuel Maloney
Dylan Wood

YEAR 3M Mr Parker

Jaylah Daunt
 Willow Hildreth
 Alec Martin
 Charlie Robertson
Ethan Sauer
 Thomas De Luca Lecky
Timothy Sharpe
Brianna Bottrill
 Patrick Mackenzie
 Nicholas Hind

YEAR 3G Mrs McDonald

Faith Angus
Liam Willington
Chloe Tsangaris
Hunter Bradley
Breeanna Bullock
Olivia Logar

YEAR 4G Mr Bowman

Jayce Thompson
Tomas Lunt
Chelsea McCleary
Lachlan McWilliam
Kayla Ellsworth
Adam Duncan

YEAR 4M Mr Hampshire

Penelope Clifford
Nicholas Dwan
Sarah Mens
Jonathon Montgomery
Mitchell Long

YEAR 5M Mrs Lowther

Ella Mitchell
 Rebekah Atkins
 Lauren Paul
 Georgia Childs
 Lili Henderson
 Jack Forbes
Lachlan Ros

YEAR 1G Mrs Hay

Ethan Mare
James McWilliam
Elias Buckley
Lincoln McKenzie
Jasmine Balfour

YEAR 2G Mrs Smith

William Manthey
Cassidy Ferris
Ebony King
Olivia-Grace Wolfe
Tate Doneathy
Tiana Sambrook
Ellie Thompson

YEAR 2M Mrs Richardson

Samuel Pollock  
Caitlyn George
Shelby Daunt
Grace Garcha
Caitlyn G
Rose Henderson
Declan Martin
Casey McRostie
Ethan Palmer
Kiana Reeves
Cooper Ward

YEAR 5G Mrs O’Donnell

Thomas Holley
Savannah Malan
Lachlan Peel
Nicholas Blue
Catherine Manthey
Emily Logar

YEAR 6G Mrs Jen

Emma Wrigley
Harrison Newell
Jacqueline Roach
Rory Tait
Hannah Johnson
Jake Coleman
Cameron Kennedy
Ruby-Jean Rogers
Ryan Einsporn

YEAR 6M Mr Eggleston

Isaiah Bottrill
Dalton Kariz
Sam Hind
Mitchell Leahy
Abbey Brockhurst
Maddison Hill
Caitlyn Smith
Shannon Willcock
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          Secondary News
Middle School Awards Night

On Thursday 24 November, our Middle School Awards night was 
held.  Capably led by our 2011 Middle School Captains, Courtney 
and Rebekah, the night was a success. It was lovely to hear our 
Middle School Chapel Band and College Ensemble perform and also 
be entertained by Holly and Lachlan with their Trinity London exam 
pieces. 

Many of our middle school students were acknowledged for their 
wonderful academic, cultural and service commitment to GCCC.  I would like to 
congratulate all students who received awards on the night and encourage students to 
continue to strive for excellence in all that they do. We truly appreciate the contribution 
our students make to GCCC and the manner in which the majority of our students 
conduct themselves. They are maturing into fine young adults.  

I would love to list all award recipients but space will not allow. However, I need to 
highlight the following top awards:

Gold Academic Awards (Students who receive As for three or more of their 
subjects)

Year 7 - Nichola Bates, Andrea Curtis, Victoria Thomas, Connor Chapman, Thomas 
Chapman, Sharlie Dal Broi, Tyler Dickens, Jacquie Omnet, Taylah Andrews, Holly 
Dodwell, Emma Johnson, Talia Rosa-Denham, Isabelle Westaway. 

Year 8 – Paige Erskine, Jayden Hills, Monique Newell, Samantha Ruhle, Laura Davis, 
Taylah Holt, Vanita Mens

Year 9 - Jessica Kessel, Adrian White, 
Aaron Giles, Jesse Hughes, Danielle 
McClure, Courtney Sinclair, Kaylee Utting

Gold Cultural and Service 
Awards (Students who have 
contributed many hours to the culture and 
service of our College – awarded on a 
points system)

Isaac Cornel, Aaron Giles, Ben Giles, Tahlia Kirk, Courtney Sinclair, Adrian White

Encouragement Awards
• Year 7 – Victoria Thomas & Connor Chapman 
• Year 8 – Paige Erskine & Hayden Snow
• Year 9 – Caitlyn Kennedy & Crystal McLeary 

College Spirit Awards (This is the most prestigious 
award in the Year level given to those students who best 
embody the GREAT values of the College in each year 
level.)
• Year 7 – Isabelle Westaway & Tyler Dickens 
• Year 8 – Taylah Holt & Vanita Mens
• Year 9 – Ben Giles & Aaron Giles

College All Rounder Award – Adrian White

And last but not least, we are excited to announce that 
our Middle School Captain for 2012 is Kate Fraser and 
the Middle School Vice Captain is Christopher Gibson. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff, 

Year 7W have been busy making 
patchwork cushions.  They chose fabrics, 
designed their cushion, learnt how to use 
a sewing machine and completed them 
with some hand sewing. 

How awesome do they look and how 
proud am I?     

Patrice Cutlack
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           Secondary News
students and families for their 
support during 2011. We have 
achieved a great amount of work 
and some wonderful success 
stories. It has been a team effort 
and I am very grateful for the 
dedication and commitment 
shown by so many people. I 
am now busy planning and 
preparing for 2012.  

Just a few things:

Photos for purchase: Year 10 Dinner Dance 
Photos and Year 12 Formal professional photos are 
now available for purchase from Kathy Hill.  Please go 
to www.whisperimages.com.au to view the photos that 
have been taken and you can purchase directly from 
there. 

Secondary Report Cards: These are being 
posted out next week. 

I wish you all a very safe and happy holidays and look forward to seeing 
you again in the New Year.  God bless and remember that Jesus is the 
reason for the season!

Sue Fraser

Acids and Bases with Year 8

Kitchen Science (yes 
kids, you can do this at 
home):  ‘Did you know 
that the common red 
cabbage can be used as 
an acid/base indicator?  

Year 8 Science classes 
recently discovered this.  
After boiling half a cup of 
shredded red cabbage in 
100ml of water, they used 
the resulting purple cabbage water as an indicator.  Acids turn the purple 
water red, and bases turn it green.  Once the results were recorded, the 
kids enjoyed safely mixing and layering different solutions to make some 

stunning patterns in their test tubes.

There are many acids and bases that we 
can find in the home.  Some common 
ones include lemon juice and vinegar 
(acids), and detergent/cleaning agents and 
toothpaste (bases).  

See what else you can find...

Jenny Ritson

Chappy Chatter 

G’day & Howzit! (South African way of saying, how are you!?)

We’ve come to the end of a very busy, though very 
successful 2011.  Awards ceremonies, graduations, 
sports awards, functions, rapports, new class allocations, 
students placements…..you name it, all staff have been 
working very hard.  As chaplains we sometimes get a 
chance to say a word of encouragement to a teacher or 
staff member, just to get them to stop and think for a few 
seconds and realise how much they are appreciated.  
What a privilege to be able to do that!  Well done to 
all staff for your tremendous effort and wonderful work 
you’ve done in our children’s lives!

Michelle and I have been involved in many activities 
this year and we have plans in place for our Chapel 
program for 2012.   Both of us will be involved in the 
Primary School and Middle School Chapels next year, 
while Michelle will run the Senior Chapels with help from 
students.  Chappy Michelle will be here next year for four 
days a week, from Monday to Thursday.  Chappy Col will 
be here again for two days, i.e. Wednesdays and Fridays.  

A lot of activities and campaigns were completed this 
year; however, as mentioned in our last newsletter article, 
we’d like to announce the final amount raised by our 
wonderful students who participated in World Vision’s 
40hr Famine this year.  These students literally changed 
the lives of more than 100 children in East-Timor for a 
full year!  The final amount, at the time of this writing, is 
$6710.65!  We are very privileged in Australia and it’s 
great to see that so many students wanted to help make 
a difference in the lives of those who are not as fortunate.  
Thank you also to all the parents, family and friends who 
supported our students, financially and morally, to be part 
of this campaign. What an AMAZING effort!

Ongoing activities next year will include Chapels, prayer 
group, Resourceful Adolescent Program, Chapel band, 
devotion pieces for form classes, 40hr Famine, sport 
activities during breaks, attending camps and in-class 
help with some students, just to mention a few.

As far as pastoral support is concerned, we always have 
a number of students seeing us to talk about challenges 
and struggles in their lives. Remember that we are here 
to support you in every possible way, to lend a helping 
hand to those in need and listen to your concerns. The 
rest of the time we’re here to HAVE FUN and enjoy life 
with all our students!

REMEMBER our MOTTO: “LOVE GOD and have FUN!”

‘Til next time, God bless.

Colan Coleman & Michelle Britton
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Year 12 Formal, Graduation and Clap Out
Due to the timing of the Year 12 Formal, Graduation and Clap Out Ceremonies, we were unable to include these events in 
the previous newsletter. Here are a few photos to remind us all of these important celebrations.

Arrival Showcase

Graduation Clap Out
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          Year 10 Dinner Dance
Year 10 Dinner Dance - A Night to Remember

The Year 10 students gathered 
on 25 November for the 
annual event of the year 10 
Dinner Dance. As the sun 
set, the students began to 
arrive all dressed up for night 
of dancing, awards, friends, 
family and food. Before long, 
the decks of the Beerwah Hall 
were filled with the young men 

and women of Year 10, along with their family and friends. 

With shirts tucked in and ties done up, the young 
gentlemen led the beautifully dressed ladies into 
the hall and onto the dance floor. Once they had 
all arrived inside the students began to dance 
the elegant tango. After this they moved onto the 
progressive up-beat rock-a-billy. 

As the song ended the men lead the ladies to their seats where they waited for 
presentations. First up was Mr Capps 
class.  Each student was presented 
with a certificate that represented which 
‘Mr Men’ character they were. The 
citations were pretty accurate and quite 
funny. 

The food was delightfully presented. 
Along with refreshing drinks throughout 
the night, dinner was served. There 
were two choices; either delicious roast 
beef with baked potatoes or divinely 
cooked chicken breast with vegetables. 
For dessert, it was either a yummy mini 
chocolate pudding or a delicious sticky 
date pudding.

Overall the night was a great success; 
filled with smiles, laughter and most 
importantly, family and friends.

This night was definitely one to 
remember.

Emma Offord (Year 10)
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                      Library News
Returning Library Books
All books should have been returned to the library. The only exceptions are selected 
music books that students require over the holidays. There are still a number of 
books outstanding. These books will be required as the new school year begins, so 
we would appreciate them promptly returned. Overdue letters will be sent this week 
detailing outstanding books. They need to be returned or a replacement cost will be 
charged. This can be done via the school office during the holidays. Alternatively, 
please contact library staff via email at library@gccc.qld.edu.au if you are certain 
items have already been returned, so we can add those details to our records and 
search for items in the library. Many thanks for your support with this.

Stamps collected to support missions
Thank you to all the Year 3 students who collected 
stamps throughout the term. As a year level 
the students collected hundreds of stamps that 
were donated to the Glasshouse Baptist Country 
Church to help raise funds to support missions. 
Special thanks to Laura Vobr for donating her 
impressive stamp collection to support such a 
worthy cause. 

Special thanks to our 2011 library monitors
Library monitors have played a vital role in the library 
this year. They have been active in supporting library 
staff and students. Year 6 monitors have been a great 
support at Primary lunch breaks and Middle school 
library monitors have helped with shelving, displays and 
general library tasks before school and at lunch. Many 
thanks from all the library staff for the faithful service and 
dedication the students have demonstrated.

What’s on over the holidays? 
Christmas fun at the Beerwah library:
MAKE A SNOW GLOBE: 13 December at 10am. Learn how to make your very own snow 
globe using items you can find at home! Ages 5-8 Bookings required.
CHRISTMAS CRAFT 5-8 year olds: 14 December at 3.00 pm. Make personalised cards 
or Christmas wrap. Bookings required.
CHRISTMAS CRAFT 8-12 year olds: 14 December at 10.00am Christmas Craft. Make 
personalised cards or Christmas wrap. Bookings required.
CHRISTMAS STORYTELLING AND CRAFT 3-10 years: 20th December at 10.30am. 
Christmas storytelling and Craft. Story time for the whole family! Ages 3-10. Bookings required.

Family fun at the State Library of Queensland
The State Library of Queensland (in Brisbane) presents Look! from 3 Dec 2011 to 4 March 
2012. The art of Australian picture books today is a touring exhibition of original artworks 
from some of Australia’s most accomplished children’s book illustrators. Look! includes 
112 artworks by leading Australian illustrators including Shaun Tan, Graeme Base, Bob 
Graham, Gregory Rogers, Leigh Hobbs, Lucia Masciullo, Stella Danalis and Frané 
Lessac. This delightful exhibition will display sketches, drafts, mock-ups, finished artwork 
and publications as well as multimedia presentations to demonstrate the various stages of 
developing contemporary Australian picture books. Look! will give children a chance to see 
artwork from their favourite stories up close, and explore the process of visual storytelling. 

Have a wonderful break and remember to keep reading. God bless.

Vanessa McKellar

Look! is part of the National Year of 
Reading 2012. The State Library of 
Queensland has joined with Australian 
libraries and library associations to turn 
2012 into the National Year of Reading. 
GCCC has registered to be part of the 
National Year of Reading 2012 and 
we have many exciting library events 
coming up next year to promote reading.

Summer Reading Club: 

The Summer Reading Club is a national 
program run annually through public 
libraries, which encourages children 
to read over the Christmas holidays to 
improve literacy and reading skills. 

The Summer Reading Club – The 
Amazing Read! registrations open on 
Thursday 1 December 2011 and will 
close on Friday 27 January 2012. A 
national Summer Reading Club website 
has been created, that will go live on 1 
December 2011. The website is open 
to students aged 0 to 16 years and 
will provide students with exciting and 
interactive creative writing and arts 
activities and online games. 
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Vocational Education and Training (VET) News

It’s been busy in VET Land in the last fortnight.  In our 
College Registered Training Organisation we’ve had students 
finishing competencies and teachers finalising assessments.  
Mrs Costin has printed hundreds of certificates and 
statements and Mr Curtis’ hand is aching from signing off on 
so many great achievements.  

We’ve had mock interviews for the Year 10s where some 
wonderful employers in our community gave up their time 
to interview the students and coach them on the skills of 
successful applications, resumes and interview technique.  
Thanks to those wonderful employers -  Kym Ledwidge 
from the IGA, Nicky Webb from Beerwah Active Physio, Lea 
Parkes from Glasshouse Country News, Lyndall Williams 
from MEGT, Cindy Reader from Beerwah State High School, 
Ashton Kelly from Queensland Youth Industry Links and 
Mrs Angela Sharpe, Trainer and Assessor.  Thanks most 
particularly to Ms Devitt and the Hospitality students who 
treated our visitors to a very tasty lunch!

Many of our Year 10s in recent weeks have been offered 
positions in TAFE courses, Skills Tech programs and 
University Headstart subjects for 2012.  In addition, students 
have been applying for traineeships and all our applicants 
from the College have been praised for their presentation 
and approach to selection procedures.  We will have students 
next year starting new traineeships and apprenticeships 
in the Health, Automotive, IT, Retail, Media, and Sport and 
Recreation Industries.

Work Experience for Year 10, 2012

Thanks so much to all the families who have sorted out a 
work experience placement for their Year 10 student next 
year for the last week of Term 1, 26 – 30 March.  If you are in 
Year 9 this year and haven’t thought about where you would 
like to go for work experience please talk to your family and 
friends and even approach some places you might like to go.  
In the first week of Term 1 next year we will be asking you to 
fill out the paperwork regarding your placement for return to 
the school by week 2 so now’s the time to be considering this.  
The early bird catches the worm!

For School Leavers (and others!)

Electro-Technology Pre-Apprenticeship Program

Last week I attended a forum at which a speaker from Energy 
Skills Qld explained about the enormous opportunities 
coming our way in Queensland for people qualified in the 
Electro-technology Industry.  The speaker, a man getting 
towards the end of his career, said in Gladstone last week he 
was approached by four different employers with job offers!  
He said it is CRAZY out there for anyone with background in 

electrotechnology.  To attempt to keep up with this demand 
a new course has been supported by Energy Skills 
Queensland which gives workers a basic qualification in 
the industry and can then lead to jobs and apprenticeships 
for further qualifications. 

Australian Trade College is running the Cert II in 
Electro-technology to give students a jump start into the 
electrotechnology industry.  Training is funded by the 
government with no cost to the trainee.  The course is 
full time over 16 weeks.  Contact Jody McAully at Energy 
Skills Qld on 0488079370 or the Australian Trade College 
on 34145960 or contact Mrs Ferris at the school by next 
Thursday 8th December and I can forward on the full 
details to you.

Date Claimers next year

For any students or parents wanting to investigate study 
or career pathways here are some dates to put in your 
calendar for 2012. 

To all our students and families and all who have been part 
of our VET family this year, we wish you a happy and safe 
holiday and a joyful Christmas.  See you all again next 
year!

joan.ferris@gccc.qld.edu.au
cheryl.costin@gccc.qld.edu.au
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General News  Kitchen Garden News
It has been one big party in our 
Kitchen Garden this fortnight as 
we have been celebrating the 
end of our second year of the 
Kitchen Garden Program.  It really 
has been such a huge success 
because of the commitment from 
so many parents, grandparents 
and helpers who have continued 
to show up week after week for the children’s lessons and also supported the 
Program in many other behind the scene roles as well.  To each and every person 
who has contributed to the success of the Kitchen Garden Program, for the 
benefit of the children, we extend to you a very heartfelt thank you!  The children 
have thoroughly enjoyed learning in the great outdoors during our lessons and we 
can only continue the program with the help of our wonderful volunteers.  Even 

if you can help once a month, or once a term, please come 
along and see how much the kids enjoy learning in their own 
outdoor classroom.  If you would like to be involved, please 
email me, as there are many small ways to help, even if you 
are not available on a Tuesday during lessons.

Every good party needs games and we had plenty of fun 
as squeals of joy could be heard while playing ‘pass the 
hot chilli’ to some lively music to celebrate the wrap-up of 
another year.  ‘Wheelbarrow Olympics’ was a chance to 
cool down as the kids had to fill their buckets with water 

from their watering cans in a relay.  There may have been some extra, but 
welcomed, splashing of water as it was a very warm day in the garden.  ‘Guess 
the vegetable’ was also a lot of fun, but challenging for the teachers, as they were 
blindfolded and had to guess the vegetable in 5 guesses or less.  

Of course, there was plenty of healthy party food for the celebration including 
popcorn, watermelon, chocolate and beetroot muffins and the most popular items 
on the hot day that it was – lovely cooling ice blocks!  

Thank you to all the families who have already ordered their copies of the Kitchen 
Garden Cookbooks.  This project has been possible because of the support we have 
received from Allianz Insurance as well as our wonderful P & F Committee, who have 
been a great supporter of the KGP right from the beginning.  We do have a winner to 
announce for the family who pre-ordered the most copies of the cookbooks and has 
won an iPod for their remarkable efforts.  Well done to the Nitschke Family who pre-
ordered an amazing 20 books.  Well done, what a great effort!

We are hoping that the cookbooks will be back from the printers and available 
for distribution by the last day of term.  If this isn’t possible, the families that have 
made orders will be contacted by email or text to arrange a collection time and 
venue for their orders.

If you are available to assist with the maintenance of the garden over the 
Christmas break, I would love to hear from you.  General weeding and watering 
will need to be carried out and of course, you may keep as much produce as 
you harvest.  Corn, grape tomatoes and strawberries are currently growing in 
abundance.  

From all the Kitchen Garden team we pray you have a safe and relaxing break 
and we look forward to seeing you next year in the Kitchen Garden!

Mandy Ward, mandy.ward@gccc.qld.edu.au

Don’t forget to check out 
the FABULOUS Kitchen 
Garden Program on this 

website.
http://www.gccckitchengarden.com.au/
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The P and F Committee would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you and your family a Very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year. 

We would also like to thank everyone who gave 
up time, effort and good will to help us on the P 
and F achieve goals that we had set ourselves 
for fundraising efforts this year.  It was our great 
pleasure to make a large donation towards the 

Upper Primary and Middle School playground that the children are 
enjoying and it also gives us joy to know that we can donate for the new 
tuckshop hopefully arriving next year to benefit our students further.  

We of course cannot fundraise without parent help and participation from 
the greater school parent body and just because we are a private school 
doesn’t mean that fundraising is insignificant. After all, the proceeds go 
back to enrich the school life of your children.  

I would also like to thank the current P &  F members this year, for taking 
on a position even though we all have full time jobs and making this year a 
success, it has been a pleasure having such a strong team. Thank you.

Bonnie Harding
pandf@gccc.qld.edu.qu

General News  P and F News

When Royalty Comes to Town
There is much pomp and ceremony when a royal visit is underway. I remember Queen Elizabeth visiting for the 
Commonwealth Games in Brisbane in 1982 (yes, I am that old). The crowds lines the main streets of Brisbane and the 
excitement in the air was so thick you could touch it. The royal visit was all over in a few rushed moments and all I managed 
a photo of the top corner of her hat (it was yellow). Ten minutes later people had gone back to their usual chores and the 
streets were relatively empty. Except for the extra litter, it was like the Queen had never visited. Royalty had come to town 
but nothing had really changed.

More than two thousand years ago there was no pomp or ceremony but the world was changed forever by a royal visit. 
Jesus Christ was born to show us that God loves us and He died to prove it. Jesus the King brought us abundant life, 
forgiveness of sins, love everlasting and so much more, that the world has not been the same since. 

All over the world the followers of Jesus have shown the 
love of Jesus for people by putting His words into action. 
The first hospitals were begun by Christians, the first 
schools were started so people could learn to read the 
Bible and learn about Jesus and the first charities to poor 
and needy were begun by Christians because of Jesus’ 
teachings (one example is Matthew 25:35-40). 

Although we will probably get caught up in the usual 
Christmas stress, rush and the inevitable over indulging, 
please try and take time out to remember the royal visit 
that changed the world. Why not visit your local church 
this Christmas morning and learn more of how the world 
was changed forever two thousand years ago?

A Winner in Every Way!

Mrs Scott has just won 
a trip to Florida to watch 
the World Cheerleading 
Championships! Coaches 
of cheer teams entered a 
draw at the competitions 
during the year and 
Mrs Scott was announced as the winner 
on Tuesday. She is very excited about 
this opportunity and is looking forward to 
watching the very best cheer leaders from 
around the world compete. We at GCCC 
think she is a very appropriate winner after 
all the extra time and effort she has put into 
establishing a cheerleading program this 
year. Mrs Scott had up to five teams training 
and sometimes spent every lunch break at 
cheer practice. Her passion and dedication 
to the girls are quite outstanding and we feel 
she is a very well deserved winner. 
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 Parenting 

Between 1968 and 1974 Stanford University researcher Michael 
Mischel conducted an unusual experiment that demonstrated the 
importance of delaying immediate gratifi cation to lifelong success.

In a long-term study Mischel, offered 4 year-olds a marshmallow, and 
told them that if they could wait for the experimenter to return after 
ten to fi fteen minutes, he would reward their patience with  another 
marshmallow.

Control your impulses and delay gratifi cation for a greater reward was 
the idea here! An interesting dilemma for any 44 year-old, let alone a 
4 year-old. 

Mischel found there were three groups of kids. About one-third 
ate the marshmallow within the fi rst few seconds. They didn’t even 
consider waiting. Down the hatch!  Another third tried to wait, but 
couldn’t last the distance. Another third practised some old-fashioned 
self-discipline and didn’t eat the marshmallow. That’s quite an effort!

Mischel followed the 400 kids involved in the experiment over a 14 
year period and found that there was a high correlation between the 
results of the study and how each group performed in high school. 

The marshmallow gobblers were more troubled, and had diffi culty 
subordinating immediate impulses to achieve long-term goals. When 
it came time to study, they were easily distracted and less likely to 
follow-through and fi nish school.

The marshmallow resisters were more motivated, educationally 
more successful and more emotionally intelligent. Their end-of-high-
school marks were higher than the other groups marks.

So what’s the point?
I think it’s a great reminder for all parents that the Rolling Stones were 
right when they sang all those years ago ‘You can’t always get what 
you want.’

Okay, Mick Jagger wasn’t thinking about kids when he belted out 
those lyrics, but he may as well have been.

Impulse control is one of the keys to being successful in life. It doesn’t 
take a study to make that obvious.  Those who can put off immediate 
gratifi cation or the quick fi x to work toward a bigger goal will always 
be successful in life. 

Always have been, always will. It takes self-discipline to save, rather 
than use a credit card.  It takes self-discipline to get up in the cold 
each morning to exercise rather than stay in bed. Impulse control pays 
off… in the long run.

Modern parenting can be detrimental to developing impulse control. 

Let’s face it, in this era of smaller families we have greater propensity 
to gratify kids’ needs immediately. To be blunt, to avoid disappointing 
kids, I see some adults bending over backwards to give them what 
they want. 

Impulse control is largely about self-discipline and character. 
While some kids are more naturally prone to delay gratifi cation than 
others, some parenting styles are more likely to promote impulse 
control than others. Parenting does have an impact!

Here are four strategies to encourage your children to delay 
gratifi cation, practise self-discipline and build character along the way:

1.  Just say NO! You may need to grit your teeth with some tough 
nuts, but so be it!

2.  Give kids pocket-money and teach them how to set goals. 
Being a child’s personal ATM doesn’t encourage impulse control.

3.  Help kids focus on bigger rewards. When kids can see that a 
BIGGER  reward is attainable they are more likely strive to get it.

4.  Establish rituals and rites of passage. ‘You get your big bike 
when you are ten’ is a type of ritual that parents used in the past 
to make children wait.  These rituals and rites of passage give 
parents strength to resist pester power and teach kids that good 
things come to those who wait.

 There is no doubt that saying No to kids is hard work as it is in their job 
descriptions to push parental boundaries. 

It is in their long term best interests to realise that they “can’t always 
get what you want…”

It’s worth remembering the following line to that Stones Classic was, 
“you can try sometimes, you can try”. 

Maybe Jagger was singing about kids after all!
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Would your child eat the 
marshmallow?

Impulse control is one of the keys to being successful in life. It doesn’t take a 
study to make that obvious. 


